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Meet Our Pastor 
 

In 2005, John Simmons, on fire for the Lord, became Pastor of St. Mary Missionary Baptist 
Church of Taft. He entered the Gospel Ministry in 2001 at Mount Pleasant Missionary Baptist 
Church in Orlando, under the leadership of Pastor Walter R. Prince, Jr. Before becoming our 
pastor, he served as Youth Pastor at St. Mary, under the leadership of Pastor Gary Key. Pastor 
Simmons was born in Greenville, South Carolina and was a member of Trinity Baptist Church in 
Anderson, where his father Robert C. Simmons, Jr., is pastor.  
 
For the past 27 years, Pastor Simmons has been employed by Orange County Public Schools. 
During his first seven years, he served as a Special Education Educator; after which, he 
continued for 15 more years as an Administrative Dean of Discipline. 
 
Pastor Simmons is happily married to his lovely wife, Mrs. Melanie Simmons. Their two hearts 
met while attending the University of South Carolina in Columbia, SC. In May of 1999, the 
charming couple returned to USC where they were married in a glorious ceremony in the 
campus Chapel, a short distance from where they first met. Khalil (residing in heaven) and 
Samantha are their pride and joy! Pastor’s ministry is to serve God and God’s people. When he 
is not teaching, preaching, or studying the Word, Pastor Simmons enjoys spending time with his 
family and cheering for his beloved USC Gamecocks.  


